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Walter E. Wright Jr.


12/22/51 - 11/06/92








On February 24th – March 16th, 2008, St. Mark Church of Stratford will conduct the annual basketball tournament in memory of Walter E. Wright Jr.  Though not a parishioner of St. Mark Church and not even of the catholic faith, Walter was an individual who devoted much of his time and energy coaching the children of many Stratford town leagues, Sterling House and St. Mark Church sports teams.  To some, this would have been something of a chore, but to Walter, it was an expression of his caring and concern for others, especially for the youth of Stratford and St. Mark Church, who he felt deserved any and all attention and guidance he could give them.





Walter began his coaching career here at St. Mark Church as an assistant coach for the boys CYO high school basketball team in 1971 at the age of 19.  He later took over as the girls 7th and 8th grade basketball coach in 1975 and continued in this position into the early 1980's when he became the coach for the boy’s 5th and 6th grade (junior varsity) basketball team.  Walter then moved up to the boy’s 7th and 8th grade (varsity) team in the late 1980's until his sudden death in November 1992.





Walter touched the lives of many young athletes, some of whom went on to excel in high school sports and others who for only a short period of time experienced the excitement and benefits of quality competitive sports.  His players graduated from Bunnell, Stratford, St. Joseph, Fairfield Prep, and Harding High Schools and some even continued their athletic career in local colleges.





Walter did not limit his generosity to St. Mark Church.  He started coaching in the Sterling House baseball program in 1970 and in 1974 he went over to the Stratford PAL Pony baseball league where he coached until his death.  He coached youths from the ages of 6 to 18 years and as many as 3 different teams in different age groups in a single season.  To Walter, this was not work or something he had to do, it was something worthwhile that gave him the satisfaction of knowing that others would benefit from his efforts and generosity.  The Stratford Pony baseball league currently has an annual Sportsmanship Award presented to 2 Stratford youths (11/12 and 13/14 age groups) in memory of Walter.





His many opposing coaches, referees, umpires, and most of all - his players, also fondly remember Walter.  Those of us fortunate enough to have known Walter and to have benefited from his coaching efforts and friendship will always remember and appreciate the person who gave so much of himself to help so many others.  It is for these reasons that St. Mark Church will conduct this exciting sporting event in memory of Walter and his many contributions to the youth of Stratford and St. Mark Church.





PLEASE NOTE:  We are requesting that the submission of all ads be made by December 31, 2007.


See Reverse for Sponsor Information


